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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1- The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance : 

Applicant's amendment to claim 1 and accompanying remarks 
filed on 10/29/04 are herein acknowledged. Upon further 
reconsideration, previous 103 rejection of record is now 
withdrawn. Furthermore, the double patenting rejection over 
parent application 10/287,236 is now withdrawn in light of 
express abandonment of said application. 

Closest prior art of record (US-674, EP-710) , taken alone 
or in combination, do not fairly suggest or disclose the instant 
method for preparing a crosslinked water soluble cationic 
(meth) acrylamide/quaternary ammonium salt copolymer, wherein the 
crosslinking step is effected after about 50% monomer conversion 
by continuous addition of 1 ppm to about 500 ppm of the cross 
linking agent to the reaction mixture in the absence of 
concurrent addition of any transfer agent. Comparative data of 
record, as well as that in the parent application, have 
demonstrated criticality for the recited continuous addition of 
the recited amount of crosslinking agent after 50% monomer 
conversion, resulting in a composition with unexpected enhanced 
viscosity and floe stability. Accordingly, the instant method as 
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defined by claims 1-17 is now patentable with respect to prior 
art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Helen L. 
Pezzuto whose telephone number is (571) 272-1108. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8 AM to 4 PM, Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David Wu can be reached 
on (571) 272-1114. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872- 
9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll/free) 

Helen L^Pezidl 
Primary Exam/n< 
Afcfc Unit 1713 
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